
 

 
 

 

 
Biographies of nominees for election to the UAC board of directors 
 
The following people have offered themselves for election or re-election as UAC board 
members. Each has supplied a brief biography.  
 
* Denotes sitting board member seeking re-election. Positions on the ballot paper were 
determined by an independent draw. 
 
Trent Brown* 
 

I am a director and part owner of Allstate Underwriting, a member 
of UAC. I am the current treasurer and have really enjoyed my 
time on the board. Covid-19 has thrown us all many curve balls 
however we are in a great position moving forward and I am really 
excited about us getting back into the swing of things in 2021.  
 
Born in Tamworth, I started selling insurance out of rural 
merchandise stores in the late 1990s while I was employed by 
AXA Insurance. Like many, I was thrown into the deep end. I was 
employed to handle specialist claims in the sports industry. NRL, 

Soccer Australia and NBL teams were a few of the customers we worked for.  
 
Before starting Allstate, I was a director and General Manager of Ausure Insurance Brokers 
which was started due to the introduction of the Financial Services Reform Act. The 
business started with one authorised representative in Tamworth and has grown to 145 
separate locations, and $250 million in base premium. I was involved in mergers and 
acquisitions during this period, as well as being responsible for the growth of the network. 
 
I am a Certified Insurance Professional and Senior Associate of ANZIIF and a QPIB 
through NIBA. I have a Diploma in Insurance Broking and a Bachelor degree in health and 
human movement from the Australian College of Physical Education. I am also an Affiliate 
of the Australasian Institute of Chartered Loss Adjusters.  
 
I am on the board of Ballygrove Stud, a family-run thoroughbred breeding and cattle farm 
operation based in the Hunter Valley, NSW.  
 
Kevin Corkery 

 
Kevin is a Director of Wellington Underwriting and has been in the 
insurance and reinsurance business for 35 years. He was a UAC 
Director in 2008 so he knows what the role requires.  
 
Kevin did not seek re-election then, due to the pressures of 
business at the time and, to ensure the correct attention was given 
to the role, he preferred to let someone else take his place.  
 
He has worked in the underwriting agency space for 20 years and 



 

 
 

is recognised by his peers as being an accomplished underwriter and an astute 
businessman.  
 
Kevin has written magazine articles based on his broad knowledge and has mentored and 
trained younger employees.  
 
Kevin has previously worked as a Lloyd’s broker and has a great understanding of how the 
market in London operates and what the expectations are of Australian coverholders. He 
has worked closely with domestic insurers and currently Wellington Underwriting has 
binding authority facilities with both Lloyd’s and local security.  
 
He has worked in all facets of an underwriting agency, ranging from Managing Director to 
underwriting, claims handling, premium processing, accounts, credit control, debtor and 
creditor matters, and contract review and would bring his knowledge and experience for the 
benefit of all UAC members.  
 
Kevin is a recognised specialist in the labour hire and recruitment fields but generally has a 
great understanding of most areas of the market. Wellington Underwriting is an 
independent agency not aligned to any cluster group so Kevin would be considered  an 
independent director.   
 
Kevin attends most UAC Expos and previously, while a Director of UAC, was instrumental 
in organising the Expos in the early days of their existence which helped lead them to the 
success they are today.      
 
Simon Lightbody* 

 
Simon is Chief Executive Officer for Steadfast Underwriting Agencies 
and based in Sydney. Steadfast Underwriting Agencies was formed 
following the Steadfast Group IPO in August 2013. It has 
shareholdings in 26 underwriting agencies in Australia covering 
multiple product classes and with a GWP of $914 million. 
 
Simon started his insurance career with CT Bowring in London as an 
International Liability Broker in the Lloyd’s market in 1990. In 1995, 
Simon moved on to the underwriting side of the insurance business as 
a Liability Underwriter for various entities in the London and Lloyd’s 
markets, including Eagle Star Re, Lloyd’s Syndicates at Amlin and 

Denham, and XL Insurance, specialising in underwriting liability programs in various 
territories, including South Africa, Canada, Australia and Israel. 
 
XL Insurance led Simon to Australia where he worked for three years as Liability Manager 
in the new XL operation. In 2005 he started Miramar Underwriting Agency, which in 2013 
was sold into the Steadfast IPO. Simon is still CEO of Miramar Underwriting Agency. 
 
Simon was elected to the UAC board of directors in December 2016. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 

Emily Walker* 
 

From broking in country Victoria straight out of high school in 1997 to 
being the National Development Manager for Axis Underwriting today, 
Emily has always had a passion for the insurance industry and its 
people. 
   
Emily started with Axis in Melbourne in 2011 and spent 3-1/2 years in 
Sydney setting up and running the Axis office there before returning to 
Melbourne for her national role.   
 
Axis is a leading Lloyd’s coverholder in Australia and very proud of its 
continued success in a very challenging market. 

 
“I love the camaraderie with our board members and the sense of community shared with 
the wider UAC family. After a tough 2020, I really look forward to us working together and 
continuing to contribute to UAC’s future success,” Emily said. 
 
 
Heath Amber* 

 
Heath Amber is seeking re-election to the UAC board. He has 
served the board for more than 10 years holding various sub-
committee positions and being vice chair and chair.  
 
As a re-elected board member, Heath can continue supporting 
UAC members with industry knowledge, insight, innovation and 
guidance connecting with underwriting agencies, insurance 
security, business services and broker networks.  
 
Heath started working in the insurance industry in 1995. He has 

worked in broking and general insurance, international markets and currently with 
underwriting agencies. Heath has wide board experience as a director of several leading 
underwriting agencies, including Managing Director of Millennium Underwriting Agencies. 
Millennium specialises in agri, retail and commercial lines, providing insurance products 
and services to broker networks across Australia. 
 
Heath is based in South Australia and champions national UAC representation and  
membership. He looks forward to continuing to work with UAC and its members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


